PERICLES,
DICTATOR AND ARTIST
UNDER Pericles, social differences disappeared, with the
exception, of course, of slavery. All Athenian citizens
were equal in the eyes of the law, provided that they were
indeed citizens of Athens. Their constitution, of which
they were very proud, decreed absolute equality among
them, and Thucydides affirms that it was merit, far
rather than social rank, that opened the way to public
distinction. No man, if he were capable of serving the
city, was prevented from doing so by poverty, or the
lowliness of his station.
Equality was the motive that underlay all social
legislation. In theory, nothing could have been finer.
Measures were taken to enable the poorer classes to
exercise their civil rights. The State regarded itself as
in duty bound to remedy, as far as in it lay, the evils
arising from the unequal distribution of wealth, in such
a manner, however, as to ensure that the benefits accru-
ing to the needy should impose the minimum sacrifice
on the rich. Public works, directed towards the adorn-
ment of the city and financed by the wealthy, gave
employment to citizens who possessed no land of their
own, or had not the means of enriching themselves by
trade. Then, as the multitude must needs be kept
amused, festivals and games were provided for them by
the young folk of the well-to-do class who had the neces-
sary time on their hands.
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